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d

itor’s n
ote

A
 visit to either the district offices in the H

onolulu Federal B
uilding or to the base on Sand Island w

ill
show

 you the upheaval of ongoing change.  T
here are w

alls being m
oved, carpet being sucked off of the

floor and tem
porary w

orking areas being rigged.  A
ll throughout the C

oast G
uard, change is the

w
atchw

ord.
A

 m
eander through these pages, how

ever, w
ill show

 no evidence of any type of upheaval.  You’ll see
our people, “ops” norm

al, finding new
 w

ays to prevent search and rescue by w
orking w

ith the tourist
subm

arine com
panies w

ho provide entertaining undersea adventures in the H
aw

aiian Islands and
G

uam
.  T

hese “Sub SA
R

E
X

es” greatly increased aw
areness and understanding of procedures on both

sides in case a rescue is necessary.
C

oast G
uard divers, C

oast G
uard w

hales, I think you’ll find everything is as it should be in our w
orld.

T
here are, how

ever, tw
o incidents, quite unrelated , that if held together, not only set the tone for this

issue, but  w
hich deeply affected m

any of our people.  R
egardless of the changes that surround us, those

actions w
hich are the heart and soul of our organization continue.

T
he first of these incidents is the fire on the fishing vessel K

athleen.  W
hile no boat fire is ordinary,

the explosion and fire aboard K
athleen w

as extraordinary, lighting the early m
orning sky w

ith flam
es

that could be seen for m
iles.

B
y the tim

e the m
edia started paging m

e, it w
as 4:15 a.m

. and there had already been tw
o survivors

pulled out of the w
ater.  W

hile one of the rescued m
en had only m

inor injuries, the other’s injuries w
ere

grave.  H
e had second and third degree burns to m

ore than 90 percent of his body.  It w
as also deter-

m
ined that three m

en w
ere m

issing and w
ere probably still in the sleeping com

partm
ent of the burning

boat.
W

hile the search continued for the m
issing three in hope that som

ehow
 they had m

anaged to get out
of the boat, w

e continued to receive updates from
 the hospital on the condition of the burned m

an.
T

he C
utter Sw

eetbrier vainly attem
pted to dew

ater the K
athleen so they could determ

ine if the three
crew

m
en w

ere still on board.  It sank before they could m
ake that determ

ination.
T

he next m
orning w

e got w
ord from

 the hospital that the badly burned m
an had died from

 his
injuries.  A

lthough m
any of us knew

 in our m
inds that terrible burns are difficult to

survive, w
e w

anted so badly for him
 to live.  L

ater that night, I sat dow
n to

w
atch m

y favorite program
, E

.R
., and could hardly believe w

hat I saw.  A
param

edic rescuing children from
 a burning building becam

e trapped and
ended up w

ith second and third degree burns on m
ore than 90 percent of his

body.  T
he entire show

 w
as a death w

atch for him
 because the doctors knew

he couldn’t survive.  M
y reaction that evening drew

 a very concerned
“W

hat’s the m
atter?” from

 m
y husband.  From

 the m
ood at w

ork the next day,
I could tell I w

asn’t the only one w
ho felt that w

ay.  A
bject futility is not a fun

place to be.
I think that is w

hy the rescue of the tw
o N

avy chiefs a few
 days later w

as such an incredible event.
T

hey w
ere in such a little boat and the w

eather had been so poor.  B
ut the m

ood around the district w
as

that there w
as never a doubt that w

e’d find them
 in one of our search areas.  Sure enough, later that

m
orning, m

y chief burst into m
y office and said “W

e found ‘em
.”  W

hat a w
hirlw

ind of elation sur-
rounded the discovery that both of them

 w
ere alive and w

ell.
T

hat case w
ill keep m

e going for a long tim
e.
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